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Figure 5. Metiria Turei, Mahuika Manawaroa, 2018, from Tūruapō Astronesian 3000 series, digital inkjet print, 820 x 530 mm.
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Metiria Stanton Turei

No Āti Haunui a Pāpārangi, Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa me, Rangitane.  

Metiria Turei spent two decades in law and politics, as a member of the New Zealand Parliament and Co-leader 
of the Green Party Aotearoa New Zealand.  She now studies at the Dunedin School of Art, Te Kura Matatini o 
Otago.  She is developing an art practice that uses the design of tāniko as a metaphor for Māori agency and self 
determination in the present and the future. Her work is primarily in performative textiles, activated on the body 
and presented in film and photographs. 

Acknowledgement: Many thanks to Chris Hansen and Jessica Latton.

Writing:  writing is mine alone, while the story of the atua is sourced in Māori history.  The italics text sets out the 
background story and the non-italic text comments on the contemporary theoretical setting.

Kotahitaka (Unity) 
Artist Dana Te Kanawa (née Russell), Kai Tahu

The overall pattern brings together landscape, seascape, Kai Tahu, Otago Polytechnic and the people 
from all of the places that come here to study. It symbolises unity and togetherness.
Proposed uses: Otago Polytechnic website, corporate and marketing documents, banners and wall graphics. Use must be approved by the Communications department and the artist, email bernadette.grumball@op.ac.nz 


